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%% I Ces 


| Importance of the Subject to anſwer for | 


; F E eh I. Friends 3 is FEY 1 I| 
EO uſual Apology made for publiſhing = 
Sermons ; 3 if I thought it would be of any || 
Service to theſe, I would make the 1 — ui 

Excuſe; but I chuſe rather to leave the | 


its publication The Sermons, of which 

the enſuing Diſcourſe is the "Subſtance, 4 
were breach d above a Near ago, when I ũ 
| had no thoughts of printing them, and || 
/ Thad no more regard to publich Uſe ful- | 


| neſs. than my own private Intereſt, or | 


Applauſe, they had not now ſeen the 
Light, but being ſenſible of the great | 
3 Neglect of Family Prayer in this Day, 


and finding but very fem Treatiſes on the | 


Subjeck, 1 reſolꝰ d to venture them into || 
the World. I have purpoſely Study 4 7 [| 
Srevity and Plainneſr, | that this Diſc = 
Ws wat —* 2 cui ſe 4 


The Preface, 


J and Vnderſtood of all. 


I fit have any Influence either to pro- 
Lobe other Abler Hands to write more 
largely on the Subject, or to engage any 
Family to the bractiſe of the Duty, my 
End is gain d, and I ſhall never value 
the Sneers of prophane Men, nor the 
prating of others, who may cenſure my 
Zeal as an affected Forwardneſs to ap- 
| pear an print: But recommending. the © 
Work to the Blefſ ing of God, Jhall quietly 


wait for its Succeſs from Him W120 alone : 


con Wake it FOR Serviceable. 55 


7 might come Cheap. and be Read . 


Ws 


Po 


(5) 


A  Diſcourke « on 8 A MILY- 
. AYER. 


18 E R E M I A H X. . 
Pour out thy Fury upon the Babe that 


know thee not, and upon the Families 
that call not on n thy Name. 


1H K 8 E . are 1 of the 
-Propher's Prayer for himſelf, 

and People. He was under 
melancholy apprehenſions of 


Generation of Men; and ac 
cordingly, he not only endea- 
vours to ſhew them the Vanity of Idols, their 
Makers, and Worſhippers, and exhorts them to 
prepare for the deſolating Judgments which God 
was bringing upon them: But under the Meta- 


ere broken, he laments the deplorable Condi- 
tion both of the City and Country, which thro'. 
he wretched prophaneneſs of their Governors 
ind T eachers, were devoted to inevitable Ruine. 


Under 


the wrath of God falling u- \ 
on a fooliſh ande idolatros 


phor of a Tabernacle, whoſe Cords or Faſtnings 


| 5 4 
Under the frightful 1 of which ſad Calamls 
ties, he ſends up that Prayer to God, of which 
our Text is onęg Petition, Ver. 23, 24, 25. 0 
Lord, I know that the way of Man is not in him- 
elf: it is not in Man that walks to ä his 
ep. . 
» d. O Lord, I am ſenfble has i it is not in 
VE our Power either to annul or alter thy Decrees ; 
© itis not in our Power to overcome or ſecure our 
© ſelves from our Enemies: It is not in our Power 
to divert thoſe Judgments that are coming upon 
© is, nor is it in our Enemies Power to do as 
they pleaſe ; they can't act at Diſcretion, nor or- 
der their own March. But all our Security is of 


Phe, all our Enemies Deſigns are under thy 
Controul, and all their Hearts are in thy Hands. 
Thou canſt fruſtrate all their Machinations, 
© and turn backward all their united Forces, they 


© cannot do any thing without thy permiſſion ; 


band therefore, tho' tis not in our power to 


5 3 divert the Judgments that hang over our Heads, 
| © yer thou canſt eicher moderate or prevent em 
aas thou pleaſeſt. So much I conceive to be in- 
cluded in what the Prophet ſays, ver, 23. and 


this ſeems to be favour'd by what follows, ver. 24. 


oO Lord, correct me, but with Judgment; not in thine 

Anger, left thou bring me to nothing. As the Pro- 
phet had all along Perſonated the People of 1/- 
 rael, ſo here he goes on, in himſelf, to repreſent 


their Caſe to God; O Lord, correct me, & c. As if 
O Lord, if 


thou art determin'd to let our Enemies in up- 
7 cn us, to puniſh our Refractorineſs and Diſobe- , 
= - dience; 


he ſhould argue thus with God. 


let it be in Meaſure, don't ſtir up all 
« thy Wrath againſt us. But in the midſt of Judg- 
© ment remember Mercy. Proportion our Sut- 
« ferings to our Circumſtances, and lay no more 


Io on us chan thou wilt enable us to bear. Let not 
© out 


deſtroy us. 
evil among em, let us not come to utter Ru- 


Fury. 


(7) 


tour Enemies have all their Will upon us, bur 
tho they may inſult and harraſs us, let em not 
T ho our Name may be reckon'd 


ine. We knew we deſerve to be Corrected, and 
© we dare not refuſe it; but, Lord, let it be in 
© Mercy, do not in thine Anger, ſhut up thy 
tender Compaſſions, leſt we be deſolate, and 


© come to nothing. If thou ſhould'ſt give = 


© Enemies all their Will, they would lay us waſte, 
© and make an utter end of us, ſo that we ſhall 
© never be able again to lift up our Heads; there- 
fore abhor us not for WF Name ſake. 0 Lord, 1 5 
correct „„ 5 


But, it follows, pour out thy Pry upon the Hea- : 
then, —_ —- 


4. d. Lord, if thou wilt pour out thy Fury, = 
© and cauſe thine Anger to wax hot, let it not- 


© be upon thy own People, thoſe that Worſhip | 
© thee, and call on thy Name ; but let it be on 


© the Heathen, who know thee not, and en — 


thoſe who call not on thy Name. Hs 
Pour out thy Fury, &c. 2 N 
'T he Words may be confider' d, hr as a Pe- 1 85 
tition, or Prediction. 
what he deſired might come to paſs, or a Pro- 
phecy of what he knew would come to als, 8 
and afterwards did actually come to paſs. 


Pour out thy Fury, &c. either I pray that EY 


wouldeſt, or 1 know that thou wilt ' pour out = thy Bo, 


Upon the Heathen that know ther. 8 
Who either have no knowledge of thee, : as the 


only True God, or who will not own. 1 and ſerve 


7 4 0 
— a 8 1 


* Via. rovards te latter end o amt nau. "H 


thee. - 


As a Requeſt to God for- 


„ Worſhip. 


. © To) 


_ © theeas ſuch; for in both theſe Senſes, the Term 
Know 1s frequently taken, who know thee not, 
thro 


| groſs Ignorance ; who will not own: thee, 
_ thro their wretthed Baſeneſs and Obſtinacy. 
fon the Families that call not on thy Name. 
here is a Synecdoche in the Words, by which 
a part is put for the whole, or calling on the 
Name of God, is made to comprize all Religious 
5 The Words, upon the Families, may 
be conſider' d as diſtin& from the former, or ex- 
planative of them. If we take them to be only 
exegetical, they may be ſuppos'd to run thus: 


Pour ont thy Fury upon the Heathen that know 
--... thee not; 
hes that call not on thy Name. If you conſider 


the Families, or which are the Fami- 


the Words, as a diſtin& Propoſition from the 


former, they may be thus read ; Pour out thy 


Fury upon the Heathen that know thee not, and 
- pour out thy ar upon the Families that Call 


. not on thy Name. 


From the Words 1 obſerve, N 


1. That Prayer is the Liſe and Sum of all ke. 


ligious Worſhip. 


Hy calling on God's Name, 1 hs for grell, : 
is meant Prayer, and this is the very Life of Re- 
ligion, the proper Language of a regenerate 


a Man cannot be a Chriſtian that lives 
he thar does not Pray, never was 
Ir's the very 


Sou; 
"without it; 
renew'd, is not born from above. 


| breath of anew born Creature, behold he prayeth ! 
Acts ix. 11. 


I don't ſay Prayer will Save a Man ; 


no, many Pray oft, who will fall ſhort at laſt, as 
the Phariſees, &c. but then without Prayer, I 
don't ſee how a Perſon or Family can be Saved. 
Again, I wou'd not be ſuppoſed to inſinuate, 
that Prayer muſt ſerve for all Worſhip ; no, we 


- muſt Hear, and Tarte, as well as Pray but 
EC e there 


775 


5 chere can be no o Spiritual Worſhip without Pray- . 
er; for as the Apoſtle * ſays of the Creatures 
of God, ſo I may ſay of the Ordinances of God, 
ey are Sanftify ; by the Word, and Prayer. 
2. From the Connection in the Words, I ob- 
e, that Prayerleſs Families, are 8 worſe 5 
than Heathen ones. | 
A Heathen he knows no. "God: but a Prayer- 

| leſs Chriſtian, (if it be not an Abſurdity to call 
any one ſo) though he knows God, yet denies _ 
him that Worſhip, which he both requires, and 
_ deſerves, 
| ſons and Families? wou'd to God that every one 
we ſhould not then, 1 
believe , have ſo many Perſons and Families that 


Do you hear this you Prayerleſs Per- 


here did well conſider it; 


live from Day to Day without Prayer. What, a 


Heathen! no Body loves to be accounted fo, 5 5 
ſo it is, and worſe if our Text be true. 1 be- 15 
ſeech you think of it. ; 


3, 1 obſerve, that as God will pour out his 


Fury upon the Hcathens, lo upon all Ls dead 95 
Families, „ 
. Pſalm ix. 17. The 22 hed ſhall be 3 into Hell, 3 
and all the Nations (or People) that forget _ 
who Wor- 
ſhip him not, are equally abominable in God's 
Eye, and ſhall be puniſh'd, It is not Knowledge 
and a Name that will Save, but Faith, which | 


They who know not God, and they 


works by Love. 


It is a thing 5 to bs MID Te d at, that 1 
many, otherwiſe very ſober Perſons, and who 
ſeem to have ſome ſenſe of Religion too, yet 
never it may be, in their whole Lives, call'd 
their Families together to . to 8 wi 


— 
L 2 — 1 — — X - — * 


* 1 Tim. iv. 5. : 


F chem, | 


ans 
N e 


"1 
{4 
il 
F 
; 
' Wh 
1 
44 
M0 
1 


3 them, 2 and for * em. Thoſe that have liv'd with 


(% 


them, can give them the Character of Sober, 

good Humor'd, Honeſt, but, whether they be 
Chriſtians, or Atheiſts, they can't tell; as to Re. 
ligion, they never ſaw any they had. I wiſh that 
ſuch wou'd conſider the Diſreputation and Dan- 


5 ger they expoſe themſelves and Families to, by 55 


ſuch a ſcand ilous Neglect of their Duty to God. 
| You'll obſerve a ſtrange difference in Perſons 


zs to this Duty of Prayer. Some make no Con- 


x i bor at all of it, live in the entire Neglect of : 


itt both as publick, private, and ſecret, neither 
practiſe it in the Church, their Families, or their 7 


Cloſets; theſe are really Prophane. Others at- 


tend Prayer in the Church, but negle& it both 


in their Families, and Cloſets; theſe I may rec 
kon Formaliſts, and Outſi ide Worſhippers. 85 others 0 
they make Family and Cloſet- Prayer, to ſerve in 
the room of publick Prayer, ſuch affect tobe cal- 


led Private Chriſtians ; as tho a Chriſtian, was 
_  obligd to no other Worſhip, but that in his 

oon private Houſe. Others they make Family 
and Cloſet-Prayer interchangeably to exclude and 


interfere with one another; theſe I am at a loſs 


what to call. But there are others, who make 
their Prayers a ſort of Atonement for their Sins, 


and when they ſeem to be ſtrict Obſervers of this 
- Duty, are under no ties of Conſcience in their 
Dealings with their Fellow Creatures, but think 


their Prayers will atone for all their Fraud, Diſ- |. 


| honeſty, and Tricking, and make amends for 


their ſcandalous Lives. Theſe are Sinners but in 
aaiſguize, and, real Hypocrites, who do more Diſ- 


: ſeryice,and Syn more Diſcredit to Religion = than 


— — = ed 


3 4 Mat 1 18. 


| thoſe 


( 


thoſe who never Pray at all. Bute a true Chri- b 


ſtian, he attends to Prayer, both publick, pri- 
vate, and ſecret, and he lives as well as prays 
to God. I propoſe not here to ſpeak of Prayer 
under all theſe Characters, but conſider it as a 
principal part of Family-Worſhip, and with this 
view, ſpeak to this Propoſi ition, as contain d in 
the woras of our en,, 5 
Prayerleſs Families do expoſe themſelves to 

the Fury and Curſe of God. 

In ſpeaking from this Propoſition, T delign 5 
; thro' Divine Aſſiſtance, Os i, 


. To fay ſomething; as to the Nature of Prayer 
in — po 


Fi To ſew che Danger of egletiing 3 it in n Fa- = 
| milies, or how 1 it expoſeth them to God' S Fury. —— 


8. F 0 recommend the PraRiiſe of i it in F amilies, 
4 Anbver Objettions againſt i ir, 
1 Apply. 
As to the firſt af chefs. i the Sane af a 
in general, I ſhall ſum up what T haye =o 


ty in theſe following Heads, | . 
1. God., as be! is the Obj ject af all Divine Wors : 5 


. tip, is particularly and , ſo of ä . 
05 ; | 2 Prayer is a natural Duty, | 3 
1 hs conſequence, 'tis binding upon all, of al 


Nations, Degrees, and Denominations. 


8 = . B 2 „„ 


— r IP r * 
— 8 * 


© 12 10 
2 
+ i muſt be from the Heart, 


It scaled a lifting bp the Soul to Gud, 2 xxv. 1. 


3. 1E muſt be for things agreeable to the Will 5 
; of God; ſo that his holy org muſt be our 
5 8 in Prayer. 8 e 


2 6. As it is a Repreſentation of our Deſires to 
God, ſo we ſhould labour after ſuitable Expreſ- 
4 8 neither ans nor flaunting, $00 lax, nor too 


E 5 I's"; E defective Prayer which has not Con- 
felon and T hankſgiving 1 in it. | T 


8. It muſt be made i in the Name of Chriſt 


1 The Aſfſtance of: the Spirit is abſolurely 
i neceſſary ro our 11 as we e 5 


5 We muſt look to . manner how: we 

5 3 that it be with Ser iouſneſs, Faith, due 
Fervor, Love, „ and humble Sub- _ 
5 miſſion to the Will of God. . Y A 
WE 11. We mult look up to God, and patiently - 
* wait an Anſwer of our Prayers N = 7 
5 .T heſe Hines 1 conceive, 4 fuliciently ſhew, - i 
* = in general, what Prayer is, and how it ought w | 5 
be perform'd. E 
| I am in the ad. place to "La you FED Danger 1 
| dof neglecting Prayer 1 in Sang Ao 85 and how it ex- 907 
| 08 them to God 8 . : N t/ 


Ho e e This 5 


is 


| under his Curſe! this is worſe than Death, and 


conceiving. 


Sie me leave to explain this Head | in theſe. — 
following Propoſitions. | 


g thing by Prayer and Supplication with thankſgiving, 
let your Requeſts be made known unto God. So 
1 Theſ. v. 17. Pray without ceaſing. Again 1 Tim 
Ii. 8. I will that Men pray every where, Accord- 


Primitive Times, the Apoſtles of Chriſt continue 
with one accord in prayer a fupplications, Acts . 
. the 3000 Converted by Peter's Sermon, they 
continue in Prayer, Acts ii. 42, Now what God 
5 has commanded, let not Man neglect. 5 


: annext t to it. 


( 3 


1 vi is e that ould be very ſeriouſly 
weigh d and conſider'd; it's a dreadful thing to 
fall into the Hands of the Living God. To be 


carries in it all the Miſeries ou are e of : 


1 Prayer is an Inſtitution of God. 


Phil iv, 6. Be careful for thing +: but in every 


ingly, we find it was a Duty obſery'd in the 


I. Prayer is FT: Duty that has many Promiſes 


Ws are obliged to Pray, benz God has re- 


Bf quired it; we are encourag'd to it from the Pro- 5 
miſe. A Promiſe to the performance of a Duty, 


is a very powerful Motive, and we have many, 


in relation to the Duty under conſideration, 
James iv. 8. Draw nigh to God, aud he will draw 


nigh to you. Mat. vil. 7, 8. Ak and it ſhall be 


given you, &c. Hence were are told Jam. v. 16. 8 
that the Prayer of. a be Man availeth much. 


ul There 


III. There are, no ads; many ſecret Bleſ- 5 
ſings that come by Prayer to us, many poſitive, 
many preventive. I have oft thought, that Men 
_ don't really conſider how many Bleſſings they 
have, as the Fruit of Prayer. They either don't 
ſee their Mercies, or attribute them to ſome other 
Reaſon, or Means. But, ſure I am, Prayer 
brings down many Bleſſings on us, which other- 
Woiiſe, we ſhould go without; and therefore I e- 
em it no inconſiderable Advantage, to have 
the Prayers of faithful Friends put up for one, 
eſpecially when in Danger. Accordingly, we 
5 find under the perſecution of Herod, when Peter 
woas put in Priſon, that the Church prayed without 
En ceafing for him, and God in anſwer to their Pray» ' 
5 ers, did miraculouſly ſet him at Liberty, 441. 
| x11.5. to 11. The Apoſtle Paul was very ſenſible 
ol the Bleſſings of Prayer, when he told Phile- 
mon, in his Epiſtle to him, I truſt that thro jour 
. Prayers I ſhall be given unto you, ver. 22 of that 
Ehpiſtle. Perſons therefore ſhould be cautious 
1 434 they engage in any Affair of Importance, 
| without deſiring the Prayers of others. This is 
the Duty and Privilege, eſpecially of Church- | 
Members, and may and ought to _ 3 
2A and claim d by them of the Church. 


5 VIV. we bole many Bleſſings POR Mieten 
. Prayer. As we receive many Mercies by i: 
Ve are deprived of many for want of it; James 

aſſigns this as the Reaſon why Perſons have na 
more from God, either becauſe they don : ack, or 
ak amiſs, James iv. 2, 3. God knows his Peo- 
plwKkẽEs wants, and has promis'd to ſupply them, 
but he expects we Petition him for it. We find 
when God had made large Promiſes to Irael, * 


Pray with them, and for them. 


(135 


1 inſiſted upon being ask'd for the making of 
them good, Exzek. xxxvi. 37. Thus ſaith the Lord 


God, I will yet for this be enquired of by the * 


4 Hrael, to t it for them, 


This is whit: God i in his Word has aka : 


ſee Phil. iv. 6. 1 Theſ.v. 17. 1 Tim, ii. 8. Mal. 
1. 17. Eph. vi. 18. Here we have Prayer at all 
Times, in all Places, and of all ſorts, urged as 
a Duty; wherefore, if Scripture conſequence 
he good Argument, Family-Prayer, as coming 5 
under Scheſe Heads, muſt be a Duty. 


Again, you have the pradiſe of the Saints i in 


| all Ages to confirm this. Abraham built an Al- 

tar in his Houſe unto the Lord, Gen. xii. 7, 8. Jacob 
built a Family - Altar to God, Gen. xxxv. 2, 5 

T4 Dr ras that he and his Houſe would ſerve the || 
Lord Joſh. Xxiv. 15. Thus David blefleth his | 
Houſhold, by Prayer offered to God for and | 
with his Family, 2 Sam. vi. 20. Job's continu- I 
ally preſenting Offerings to the Lord for his Chil- | 


dren, ſeems to be a Family-Worſhip, Job i, J. with- 


out all doubt Daniel's praying in his Houſe three , 
times a Day, was Family- Prayer, Dan. vi. 10. Cor- ! 
nelius had this Character, that he feared God with. 
all his Houſe, and prayed to God always, Acts x. 2 
yea, from that time to this, the beſt Chriſtians 1 


have conſcientiouſly regarded. Tamily-Prayer : 
bur 


Farther, - Governors are has with hate 


Families, and muſt give an Account to God of 
them; all the Souls in the Houſe are the proper 


Charge of the Maſter, wheretore he ought to 


Belides, 


rr NE FIERY A I 36 en LAGER *, 


TY. Family-Prayeris undoubtedly a very great — 
Du. 5 


allow i 


cw) 


Beſt eh dhere-: are Faniily-Caſes to 1 daily 


preſented to the Lord: Family-Sins to be con- 


teſs'd, and bewail'd, Wants to be ſupply'd, Mer- 
cies to be owned, Cc. which call for Prayer, 


and make, as I conceive, the Attendance of the 


Family very neceſſary. No Family is above 
: Wants, wheretore none ſhould be without Prayer. 


5 VI. God will inline: the Neglect of Family- | 
: Prayer, and will pour out his Fury on all the Pais 
- lies that ow not on bis Name. 


This, 1 kik, requires no Proof, for 1. our 
1 Text de a Er ophecy, as well as a Petition, as moſt 
to be, then it ſelf confirms what I have 
aſſerted; our Buſineſs then is to enquire, in what 
reſpects, or how God will pour out his Fury 


upon them. Pour cut thy Fury, it's a dreadful 


Prediction; it is not common Anger or wrath, 
but Fury, the very height of Anger, unmixed 
Wrath, there is no Allzy of P! ty, nor can any 
be able to ward it off, Exck, viii. 18. Its un- 
meaſurable Wrath, Fuiy poured out, Jer. vii. 20. 
they ſhall be under abundance and variety of 
Troubles, it ſhall fall upon 'em as ſtrong ſnowers 
from Heaven, his fierce Wrath ſhall overwhelm 
them, they can bz no more able to ſtand under 
it, than they are to land againſt it; twill be an 
coverflowing Torrent, a Fire that cannot be 
"Wt our 20's called Anger with Fury, rebuke with 
Flames of Fire, Iſa. 111 15. It this Judgment 35 
was now executed upon all Prayerleſs Families, 


Lord, what an univerſal Bochim would this Land 


be! who cou'd bear the weeping noiſe of the/ 


puniſhed! but to be more Particulars 


a 


I. Ia this World God will pour out his Fury 
on them, he will write bitter things againſt them, 
and as the Fruit of his Indignation and Wrath, 


bring em under very greivous Troubles; ſuch a 


Family ſhall be a Family of Affliction, and the 
Head, Maſter and Parents of that Family ſhal! 
more eſpecially come under it. In their Perſons 
ſometimes God will afflict them with Sickneſs 
and Pain, and force them, thro' the violence of 
their Diſtreſs, to cry to him. Sometimes in 
their Relations, Children, Servants prove diſo- 


bedient, troubleſome, unkind, unnatural. Some 
times in their Affairs; God diſappoints them in 


their Deſigns, blaſts their Endeavours, it may 


be reduces them to low Circumſtances. 


I don't ſay, that either God always thus pu- : | | 
niſhes the negle& of Family-Worſhip, or that ſuch 


 Þ Afflifions in Families are Fruit « 
Wrath, and Tokens of God's Biſpleaſure upon 


Puniſhment when 'tis really deſerv'd, ſo he may 


ay 'tis the Prayerleſs Families that are the al- 
iced ones; or if ſuch do enjoy for a time out- 


does God thus Chaſtize you, bring Sickneſs and 5 


learn the Leſſon of ſuch ſeverer Providences, and, 
as you may have reaſon to fear, it is for the 
Ineglect of Family-Prayer, that God thus han- 
des you; no longer live in the wilful Omiſſion 
f ſo neceſſary and uſeful a Dux. 


.- 2," 


milies are always the Fruit of 
this account. No, as God ſometimes with-holds 
in his Sovereignty (tho' ſeldom to ſhew that on- 


ly, but for other good Reaſons) ſorely affli& even 
Praying-Families. But generally ſpeaking, I may 


ward Proſperity, they want a Bleſſing with it, 
and that's all in all. You Prayerleſs & amilies, 5 


Death, Pain and Poverty into your Houſes? Oh! 


. Family ä 
pray: mind. 


: euer Head of a Houſe a Priel. 


5 3 10 the World to come God will pour out 
his F ur) upon them. 8 


He whoſe Houſe was not aHabicarion: for 


"Had on Earth, ſhall have no Manſion with him 
in Heaven's. thoſe who kept at a Diſtance from 
Sd here, ſhall never approach him in his Ring- 
dom above; God won't know them another 
Day, who don't own him now, It God was 
kept out of your Families here, you ſhall be 
kept out of his glorious Habitation above ; your 
e then won't do, when you ſay, Lord, Lord, 
oben to us ; the Anſwer will be, Depart from me I 
—_ know you. not; ; depart, ye curſed, into everlaſting 
 Burnings. Thus. ſuch es ſhall have both 
loſs and pain, ſhall be debar'd the happy Viſion 
and Fruition of God, and doom'd to Eternal 
| Woe and Miſery. Now, confider this, ye that for- 
get God, leſt he tear ow. in pieces, and there be none 
to deliver, Pſal.1. 22. God will not bear always 
with the prophane Impenitent Prayerleſs Fami- 
5 lies. God is angry with the Wickd every day ; if he 
turn not he will whet his Sword, he has bent bis Bow, 
and made it ready, Pſal. vii. 11, 12. Now if God 
will thus deal with Wicked Perſons, much more 
: with a EY 


3. 1 am now to recommend the prafice of 
This I all do by ſeveral 1 5 
I ſpeak to Heads of Families. e and 


<= Hors . is or RT to bea Church and 5 


Thi 


cy). 


This il fund harſh in 8 Peoples Ears, MK 
what a Hovsz a Crvxcn! a Larman a PRIEST! 5 
yes, the Word of God calls em ſo; look into 
Rom. xvi. 5 1 Cor. xvi. 19. Colaſ. iv. 15. Philem. 2. 
What think you now? may not a Houſe be a 
Church? This is inconteſtable matter of FaR. 5 
No theſe Churches which you read of in theſe 

* | feveral Places, were either the Society of Chri- 
5 ſtians, that were wont to meet to Worſhip God 
- in thoſe Houſes, it being a time of ee : 
x with the Chriſtians. The Church then wanted 
„ the encouragement of Civil Authority, and ſo 
I they were glad to meet where they could; the 
g Church in thoſe Days was not bad enough to 
h i become a National eſtabliſh'd one, and fo it feems 


ni it was too good to be tolerated. Bat by the 

al Church in the Houſe, may be meant the Family 

- | calld a Church, for the Religious Worſhip of 

ne God kept up among them ; and oh! that every „ 
5s Houic was thus a Church: But if we Were now V8 
1-Y to ſend Greetings as the Apoſtles did, alas! how 4 
he Y few Churches in Houſes, Churches with Chim- 

wk neys ſhould we find to ſend to. But tho' this be 

od too true, every Houſe ought to be a little 


Ire Church; therefore God has condeſcended to two 
5 or three met together in his Name, to encourage, 
e © conceive,: Family Worſhip. But then there 
of is that which will look as ſtrange to ſome Per- 
ſons, every Maſter of a Family is, or ought o i 
be a Prieſt. Now Prieſt and Altar are relative —_— 
and Terms, and mutually ſuppoſe one another: as 
there are then three ſorts of Altars, ſo the T erm 
Prieſt has a threefold acceptation, a Typical, Li- 
teral, and Metaphorical. The Typical Prieſts 
were of the Order of Aaron, and ſuch were they 
who Sacrificed tor the People under the Law; the 
Cc 2 8 Literal 
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Literal Prieſt is but one, 
ever, after the Order of Melchiſedeck. All Chri- 
fſtians are Metaphorical Prieſts, made ſo by Chriſt 

| himſelf, the Arch-Prieſt, or great High-Prieſt. 
That in the Levitical Times, every Maſter of a 
| Houſe was Prieſt in his own Family, is gene= 
| rally granted, and ſeems very plain from Exod. 12, 

| at the beginning. Nay, I don't find that 'till Mo= 
ſess time they had any other Church but the Fa- 


% 


mily, nor any other Prieſt, but the Head of the 


= Family, who upon that account, I apprchend, 
{ was called a Patriarch. But to bring this down 
to Chriſtian Times, and as there is but ene pro- 
| per Sacrifice in the Chriſtian Church, ſo there is 
| bur one Sacrificer or Prieſt in the proper ſenſe of 
the word, and that is our Lord Jeſus Chrift ; who 
| (as the eſtabliſhd Miniſters in their Prayer of 
| Conſecration ſay) © made by one Oblation of 
| © Himſelf once offered, a full, perfect and ſuffi- - 
. cjent Sacrifice, Oblation and Satisfaction fol- 
£6 the Sins of the whole World. Now whoever 
aſſumes to himſelf a proper Prieſthood, either in 
vades the. Office of the Son of God, or brings 
| us back to a Levitical Prieſthood, which is to 
| ſuppoſe the Lamb of God is not yet ſlain, or has 
not yet made by one Oblation of himſelf once of- 
-  fered, a full perfect and ſufficient Sacrifice for the 
| Sins of the whole World; or elſe we muſt run | 
| into the Popiſh Notion of a Prieſt; one who 
| turns a bit of Bread into the Son of God, and | 
| then Sacrificeth him. Wherefore Proteſtant Di- 
vines both at Home and Abroad, have always 
oppoſed the Jhim of a real Prieſthood. Now 
among Men, as there are therefore now no 
Prieſts but in a Metaphorical Senſe, fince our 
Sacrifices are only Metaphorical, ſo whenever 
— — F — — — e 


Jeſus Chriſt, a Prieſt for 


n 0 215 
we here mention of Prieſt in 4s New Teſta- 
ment, it is not ſtrictly apply'd to Miniſters, 
(thoſe who affect to be diſtinguiſh'd by the 
Name of. * Clergy, as tho' none were the He- 
ritage of God but they) but to Chriſtians in gene- 
ral, as 1 Pet. ii. 5. Rev. i. 5, 6. Now what are 
theſe Spiritual Sacrifices that theſe Prieſts are to 
offer up? nothing but Prayers and Praiſes, which 
in every Family ought to be offered up. What a 
Motive is this to the keeping up Family-Wor- 


ſhip; this declares the © ZOE + a Church, and the 
Maſter a Prieſt. 


2. The 1 up Beppe may his a 
good outward ſign of a Perſon's having receiv- 
the Grace of God, however the Neglee of 1 it IS -- 
too evident a T oken of the contrary. 55 
It, generally to be obſerv'd, that Where Fa- : 
mily-Duty is neglected, there is very little of 
the Fear of God in that Houſe. For tho many 


* 
uho have not the Grace of God in Deed and 
Truth, may yet for a time obſerve a round of 


Family-Prayer Morning and Evening; yer ſure 
_ thoſe who conſtantly neglect it, cannot lay claim 
to that Grace. I dont ſay all who perform this 
Duty are real Chriſtians; but this I think I may 
venture to ſay that thoſe who live in the con- 
ſtant Neglect of it are no Chriſtias. 
Would you therefore, my Friends; have eh; - 
Evidence in your ſelves, and the Reputation 
among others of being true Chriſtians, do not 


negle& Religion at Home, to ſerve God in your | 


Houſes. Men indeed ſhould be cautious leſt 
they make this a Matter 4. Oftentarion, and 


— 
— 


_— 


Nee 3 
grow 
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= grow mob of their Services, for this will be no 
good ſign of Grace, But, when it is obſery'd 


in a humble manner from a ſenſe of our Obliga- 
tion to the Duty, and there is a Converſation 
| anſwerable, then I think it will declare that Per- 
| ſons have been made Partakers of the Divine 


Nature. He that has the Grace of God in his 


Heart, he won't be ſilent in his Honſe. In ge- 


neral therefore it's a good outward Mark to 


5 know a Chriſtian by, if he 701 in his Family. 


9 How fad to have your Children and Ser- 
vants reproach you with the neglect of Family- 


Keligion, as the cauſe of their Wickedneſs and A 


Ruine. 

How many Children and . have” been £ 

| undone for want of the Exerciſe of Family-Re- 
ligion, and a good Example ſet before them by 
Parents, and Maſters, There are, I fear, many 


| Heads of Families, (ſome it may be, of conſi- 
| _ derable ones). who have no regard to Family- 
| Worſhip. Suppoling now that your Children, 


for I will mention them as the moſt likely to affece 


| you (tho' give me leave to tell you your Ser- 
vants are as really your Charge and Care, 
and you are reſponſible for their Souls.) 


Bur, ſuppoſe your Children ſhould prove bad and 


| vile, turn to ill Courſes, and it may be come to 
aan ill End; (pardon me, it's a ſuppolable Caſe) 
| and it ſhou'd be azk'd them, how it came about 
that they took ſuch bad ways, to bring them 


ſelves to ſuch an unhappy End, and they ſhould 
_ anſwer, the great Fault was my Parents, who 


did not Inſtruct me, nor Pray with me, and for 


me as they ought, but left me looſe to my own 
Inclinations, never commanded me in to call 
ypon: God, or once, IT know of, pray to 


God 
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God for me. Now ſuppoſe this was any of yourLot, 
vou who are Parents of Children, how do you 
think ſuch a Meſſage as this (ſent from a Child 

that was going to ſuffer for his Crimes by the 
Executions of common Juſtice) would affect you. 
Dear Parents, I have now but a few Hours to 
© live, but am going to receive the ſhameful Re- 
© ward of my wicked Works ; I muſt confeſs that 
© my own baſe Heart prompted me to take ſuch | 
wicked Courſes ; but, alas! I cannot but fear, 
© you did very much contribute to it, that you 
did not reſtrain, reprove, inſtruct me, nor 
© pray with me and for me as you ought ; but 
. now, as the laſt Service you can do for me, if 


you have any love to my poor Soul, oh! don't 
 - © negle& to pray for me. How wou'd ſuch a 


Meſſage as this ſtrike you with Convictions, fill 
Four Souls with the extreameſt Horror, and moſt 
bitter Agonies. You wou'd be ready to die 
pu ſelves at ſuch a melancholy piece of News. 
t's an ungrateful Subject I know, but pray think 
of it; imagine this was your Caſe, and ſure it 
muſt quicken you to the Obſervance of the Duty 
recommended. If you, my Friends, are Atheiſts 
in not Worſhipping God, your Children 


may well be Athe ſi in denying God; if you are 


defective in your Duty to God, they may well 


aʒubound in Iniquity againſt him. 


You neglect to pray to God for them, ood _ 


dd leaves them to commit the moſt notorious | 
Villanies. Such Children may well ſay to you. 
bloody Parents have you been tous; oh! woe 
is me that I was born in a Prayerleſs Family; | 
had I ſeen more of Religion at Home, t. had ---: 


practiſed more of 1 it Abroad: but alas! 1 am un- 
done for e ever. wn 


* | 
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T: you now de this Duty, ting you wh 4 
practiſe i it, it may be you cant bring your Houſe 
_ eaſily to it; after Children grow old, they'll 
grow ſtabborn and refractory, and you won't ; 
find it an eaſie thing to bow their Spirits 
make em fall in with a new courſe and \ 


thod. 


In a late Bool Etituled The Famih -kubi, 


you have an Account of a Family of Biſtinction, 7 
who had lived many Years in the negle& of Family- 
Worſhip, till the Children were grown up to Ma- 
turity. You cant conceive, when they came to 
ſet up Religion in their Houſe, what oppoſition 5 
they met with from their Children, and witn 
how much difficulty they brought em to acquieſce. 
It was reckon'd a new fancy, and ſtrange thing, 
and they could not tell how to put up with it 
for a great while; nay, the Eldeſt Son, Father 
than ſubmit to it, buys a Commiſſion in the Ar- 
my, is reduc'd to very great Hardſhips by =_— 
| extravagance, and having his Arm ſhot off, is 
= brought thereby under a pining Illneſs ; at length 
he is brought home to his Parents, and kept by 
them privately, till recover'd. Afterwards he 
takes again to wicked Company and Courſes; 
„dies in 4 miſcrable Condition, Atheiſtical and 
15 Impenitent. Whether this Story be a Fiction of 
the Author's, or Matter of Fact, is not for me to 
«diſpute; I will ſuppoſe it to be the former, and 
it very well anſwers my Deſign in repeating, . 
: 5 75 to ſhew how dangerous it is to neglect Fami- 
Iy-Religion too long: For though the Story "mY 
not Fact, the Moral of it is certainly juſt. See 
what the Neglect of Family-Religion ſo long 
. So, my Friends, if you continue to live 
ee it, Tout wy FIDE” the ſame Trouble in 
: ſetting TE 


, . 


2 e. 


POS. 
2 
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ſetting it up. Lou Il have many 8 rai- 
fed and what you ſo earneſtly deſire, Poſſibly 
reer be able to bring about. 0 


1 ' Your Example herein will 1 have a mighty i in- 
5 fluence on your Families. ” 
Practiſe is above Precept, ad Example is 
much more engaging than Inſtruction. In vain 
will you bid your Children to Pray, if they ſee 
you live in the neglect of it. Methought it was 
an affecting Anſwer, when a Father was adviſing 
"lt inquiſitive Child to Pray, to ſay, Why, Fa- 


ther, do you Pray? Do vou hear this Parents. 
Think then, how cutting it will be, to have . 
Children and Servants Jay their Faults at your 


Door, and charge you as the Cauſe of all their 
Sins, that they lived without God in the World, 
and never regarded their Duty to him, becauſe 
they never {aw you mind yours, and they 
thought, if they lived as yoũ¹ did, all wou'd be 
well. How do you by this means propagate Irreli- 


gion in the World? How will your Succeſſors plead 
the Practiſe of their Anceſtors? My Father ne- Po 


ver Prayed in his Family, and why ſhonld I. 
This is a Trade ſoon learnt. Would you then 
have your Children and Servants obſerve Prayer 

in their Houſes, don't neglect it in yours; ſet 1 
em 4 good Example; uſe em now, as you 


wou'd have em hereafter. Train 4% 4 Child in be 93 


way he jhou!d 20, and when be is ole; he wy not | 
depart from it. N | ED 1 


, Quo ſemel 0 inlura Tecens, ſervabit odorem, 3 
Ep Diu. 


| Endeavour to give your Childrenan 1 early 8 — 
of Religion, and their 1 5 to God, and when 
5 Ee 
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they grow up, it may be hoped that the Tincture 
will continue. If they fee you mind your Daty, 
and Pray in your Family, they may poſlibly do 
ſo afterwards in theirs; this is accuſtoming 
them to do Good, inuring them to Daty. Oh! 
Sirs, as you act in this Affair, ſo its very likely 
your Children after you will; your Practiſe here- 
in will be a Pattern and Precedent to them, which 
will be more likely to engage their obſervance, 
and have a greater influence on their after Beha- 
viour, than all your Preccpts and Exhortations. 
Conſider well then what you do, that you may 
be an Example to your Children, in all Sobriety 
a Go. CE EEE i on on, 


6. Remember Joſpua's Reſolution, Joſh. xxiv. 
15. As for me aud my Houſe, we will ſerve the 
Tord. While others ſerve the Devil, and their 
_ own Luſts, this is my determination, that I and 
mine will ſerve the Lord; I will ſerve him in my 
_ Houſe, and ſerve him with my Houſe. Thus 
do you Chriſtians, reſolve, that, while others 
live without God, both in the World, and at 
Home, abroad and in their own Honſes, you 
and yours, as far as you can influence them, will 
| ſerve the Lord; keep up his Worſhip in your | 
_ Houſes, and endeavour to make his Name as de- 
ſirable as may be to thoſe about you. A true 
_ Chriſtian ſtudies as much as may be to promote | 
the Glory of God, both in the World, and in his 
Family. He would fain have every one to love 
and worſhip his God, the God in whom he lives 
and moves, and has his Being and daily Bread, 
and therefore he ſpeaks and acts for God in all 
Places, Capacities, and Relations; he adores God 
himſelf, and would have all around him to reve- 
rence and ſerve him. Hence he, above all things, 
„ a py ᷑ ũ Dj M4 takes 


TTCCC＋—TT＋＋T—B—rͤW * 


(297). 


takes care to maintain a Religious Oeconomy in 


bis Houſe, and will not live without the daily 
exerciſe of Prayer in his Family; the Lord en- 
creaſe che Number of cheſe Praying Families. Oh! 
Chriſtians reſolve upon this Work, that wh e 


others are Houſes of Belial, yours may be Be- 


_ thels, Houſcs of God, While others are real Sy- 

nagogues of Satan, where little elſe is heard but 
Oaths and Curſes, and prophane Chat, let your 
HFH ouſes be Temples of God, holy Places ſancti- 


fied by Praiſe and Prayer ; let God be worſhiped 


in them, and he will dwell in them; and tho” 
others may reproach your Zeal for God, never PO 
heed that, God approves what you 0 and he : 

= will reward you for it. e 


5 Conſider the apparent advantage of f it to 


. thoſe Families where the Duty i is kept up. 


I your Houſes are Bethel, Houſes of Dad, 5 - 


they ſhall alſo be Pex:e/'s places where his glor ous 
Face will be ſeen. Remember how God bleſſed 
the Houſe of Obed-Edom for the Ark ſake, 2 Sam, 
vi. 11, 12. You can't conceive Chriſtians, the 1 55 
many eee of Family-Prayer, how many 
Inconveniences are prevented by it, how many 
Benefits come by it. This promotes Love, re- 
conciles Differences, prevents the Sun's going 
don on Per ſons Anger. If there has been an 
Jars in a Family, Prayer ſets all to rights again; 
this compoſes the Minds, and engageth the 
Hearts of the ſeveral Members ina Hauſe. When 
hear a Perſon wreſtling with God in Prayer for 
my poor Soul, this muſt needs pacifie me towards 
him, and tend to endear him much to me; all 
5 Anger and undue Reſentments muſt ceaſe ; one 
joint hearty Amen in a Family-Prayer, facilitates _ 
Peace, and accompliſhes a Reconciliation a- 


= 7 WS mong 
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| mong contending Parties. To enumerate all the 
Bleſſings of Family Prayer, would require wore 
Skill and more Time than I am Maſter of. Von 
may compare the Advantages of it, with the 


Puniſhments threatned to the negle& of it, as 


ſum'd up and compriz'd in the Fury of God, 


and ſo you may gueſs a little at em; ſuch ſhall 


be bleſſed in their Perſons, Re! lations, Eſtates, 


both as to Time, and as to Eternity. Read 
Dieuteron. 28. you have a Catalogue both of Rleſ- 


ſings and Curſes, which you may reſpectively ap- 
ply to the Obſervers or Neglecters of this Duty. 
The Curſe of the Lord is in the Houſe of the Nicked, 
1 but he bleſſerh the Habitation Lu the Juſt, Prov. iii. 


It will be worth your wh ile to "ad Pfam cxv. 5 3 


425 13, 14, 15. The voice of Rejoycing and Salva- | 


tion 15 mn the Tabernacles of the Rig e015, Plal. ” 
cxviii. 15. God loves to vitit Pious Families; 


they who ſeek his Face, ſhall ſce his Face, Oh! 
how many Family-Pray ers has God anſwer'd * 


Perſons in Diſtreſs have called their Families to 


Prayer, and have had immediate Relicf. Before 


5 they have called as it were, Gad has anſwered, | 


and while they have been yet ſpeaking, he has 
heard. I cou'd produce you Inſtances if need 
were, it may be your own e will fur- I 
niſh you out ſome, _ 1 
Ob! what Family now would be without -| 
Pra er; would to God I could perſwade you all 


to ſet up Family-Prayer in your Houſes. I am 


ſure if you conſulted Your own Intereſt you 5 
wou d do it. 


. Thoſe wh don t Pray in their Families, are 
unft t to come to the e Lard s Table. 


Family 
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mult declare he who lives in the conſtant ne- 


glect of it, in my Opinion, will have much ado 
to prove himſelf one) then the Conſequence is 
_ undeniable that he has no right to the Lord's 


Table. It is not to be diſputed whether Chri- 


ſtians only ought to partake of this Sacrament; 


it's gencrally believ d they only ought, tho' ſome 


practiſe otherwiſe; bur the great Difficulty is 


to know who is a Chriſtian there may be many 


cognizable Marks given, but Jam fit to think, 


5 this is as generally ſure as any, vix. a conſtant re- — = 
5 gard to Family Worſhip. | 


Is Family-Prayer ſo eaſie FRY plain: 4 "Dar, 


as well as ſo neceſſary and uſeful a one, who then 
that calls himſelf Chriſtian, can live without it? 
He who does believe in Jeſus, will be careful 
among other, to maintain this good Work. If a 
Man then is to examine himſelf before he comes 
to the Lord's Supper, I think this is one Mate- 
rial thing that he ſhould examine himſelf about, 
Whether he have a real conſcientious regard to 
Fiuamily-Worſhip. Oh! that I con'd perſwade 


every one that hears me this Day, to ſet imme- 


diately about this Duty. There is nothing ſo 
grear an Objection againſt many of you having 
rxcceiv'd the grace of God into your Hearts, no- | 
thing that can hinder you from coming and be- | 
ing welcome to the Lord's Table, but the wret- 
ched woful Neglect of this fo eaſic and obvious 


Duty of Family-Prayer. The Lord incline your | 


5 Hearts to ſet avout chis Work without delay. 


9. Con- 


Fair Meet, 1 8 the very Life of Religion, li 
and without it the outſide Form and Shew will | 
ſoon vaniſh away. If a Man can't be a Chrj- 


ſtian without keeping up Family-Worſhip, (and 1 
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9. Conſider how dreadful the Fury of God 
ag 
And you can't tell this better, than by conſider- 
ing what his Favour is. Is his Favour Life! then 
his Fury muſt be Death, nay worſe than Death; as 
his loving Kindneſs is better than Life. You can 


think of nothtng ſo diſmal, terrifying and atfright= | 


F ing as what is contain'd in the Fury of God. If 


the Wrath ofa King be as the roaring ota Lion, 
what muſt the Fury of God be! for all ”= the 


2 one can do, is only to kill the Body, but God 
| can deſtroy both Soul and Body in Hell for 


__ ever. Whatever therefore is to be dreaded, as 


to Time or Eternity, is contain d in the Fury of 
God, and who can ſtand when once be ir angry. 


| Now will this Fury of God be poured on the Families 
that call not on God's Name; then what a power- 


ful Motive is this to the exerciſe of Family- 


1 Prayer; who that thinks of it, dare live with- 
E-- <uet-xt'7 ?-If any therefore live in the conſtant nes 


llect of this Duty, either they don't belive that 
God will pour his Fury = them, or r dont 
think what the Fury of God „„ 5 


+ bs am now to anſwer Seitens e 
; The more material any Duty is, and 01 more 
the Life of Religion is contain d in it, the more 


7, generally conteſted. The Devil will furniſh _ 


in a thouſand Objections againſt, and throwa *? 


variety of Obſtructions in the way, if what we f 


are exhorted to Practiſe, be a Duty of Import- | 


| ance, tending to promote the glory of God, and 


for the furtherance of Practical Religion in the 


World; and hence the obſervance of this Duty 


of Family-Prayer meets with ſo much Difficulty : 
and * 5 
The 


* 


The more common 1 Objections I take to be : 
thelc . 


: K 


1 Some will ſay there i is no need of it. 
Others, 1 ban t time for it. 
Others again, 1 am a aſham dt to perform it. 


And 1 1 bat t a Gift. The Som is, either 
1 won t, I durſt not, or is can t perform. it. 5 


1. Some may b there | is no need of * 


4; am not ſatisfy” d that 440 Oblrrancs of this 


1 Duty is neceſſary, I don't think it ſo material to 
ſet about it. In Anſwer to-.this, I had like to 


have ſaid, I don' t think the Objection {o mate- 
rial to deſerve a Refutation. I am at a loſs what 


to make of it, and can ſcarce think that a: : 


but a very wicked or weak Perſon would raiſe 


ſuch a Scruple. However, to ſay ſomething to : 
it, I beg leave to ask a eden or two of ſuch 85 


Ns Perſons. 


, you really believe i in your Canſciences 
that there is no nece eſſity for the keeping up Fa- 
OD mily-Prayer? Is this indeed a Scruple, or is it 
not rather an Excuſe, ſomething that you ad- 


voance to evade the practiſe ol the Duty, and if it 
it were poſſible, to Jull Conſcience aſleep? Jam 
afraid of ſome ſuch thing, and I beſecch you ex 


amine your own Hearts About it. 
Again, have you never ſome ſecret Troubles af 
- = cience for the Neglect of this Duty? Docs 
not ſomething within, ſometimes make you Fa 
Salle 


Te) 


eaſie for your conſ}ant Omiſſ on? again, dare 
you ſay it's neceſſary to live in the total Neglect 

of Family Prayer? If not, then it muſt needs 
be ſafeſt to obſerve it, at moſt, if you ſhould be 
miſtaken in thinking it neceſſary, it's an Error 
on the right Hand; for it's neither very tedious 


nor painful to pe erſorm it. Bat to bring the Mat- 
ter to a point. E 


J do aflert it's aue to N it, and ſo - 
neceſſary, that I can't ſec how that Family can 
properly be called Chriſtian, where it is con- 
ſtantly omitted. Beſides, the beſt Chriſtians in 
all Ages have thought it neceſſary to keep it 
up; as I might inſtance in Abraham, Ifaac, 
Jacob, Jo hu, Jo, David, our Lord himſelf, 
Cornelius, and the moſt renowned Chriſtians ſince 


the Apoſtles Times ; all which obſerv d thts Du- 
ty, and if it were not ne ceſſary, they would 
hardly have done it. Further, 


As the practiſe of this Duty has declin'd, ſo 
in proportion Religion, I mean practical Reli- 
gion in General. I need only appeal to your | 


_ own Experiences for the Truth of this. 


Again, if our Text be true, it's ſo is, ; 


that thoſe who live without it, do expoſe them- 


| ſelves manifeſtly to a dreadful Curſe. Nay, I | 
might argue og neceſſity of it, from the neceſ- 

: ſity of ſecret Prayer, which no one will dare to 
deny. Add to this, that Perſons affecting = 5 


juſtle the Duty out, by attending Prayers a 


| Church, ſhe ws, as I conceive, a conviction, 1 00 | 


at leaſt, it is very convenient. Nay, I am tar- 


ther ſatisfied that none of you would think it 
unneceſſary to keep up Family-Worſhip, if you 
had no convenicncy of Worſhipping God any 
where elſe; and why, I pray, muſt your Eye 


be Evil, becauſe God's 18 Good? But then if 


Jour. 


"T1. 


your Family be in any conſi derable Trouble, 


you think it neceſſary to Pray, or obtain ſome 


body elſe to Pray with them, and for them; 


and what Day is there that you are without 


N ä why. then is it not ere every 
Day? | No 

: Ib the laſt place, you that pretend to doubt 

| whether the practiſe of this Duty be neceſſary, 
let me ask, do you think it neceſſary that you 
ſhould be Saved! ? but you'll ſay this Scruple won't 
hinder it, I can't tell that; without Prayer, I be- 
lieve, no one can be Saved ; and if Perſons be 
of Opinion that Family-Prayer i is needleſs, and 
ſo live in the neglect of it, for ought I know 
they may have the ſame Opinion of Prayer 
in General; for it's very ſuſpicious whether 


thoſe Worſhip God finccrely in publick, or at al! 


in their Cloſets, that Wan not God in and 
with their Families: 5 


Beſides, for Perſons to 1 to e | 


Nen per as they ought, in one reſpect, and not in 


another, is an Inconſiſtency that I am not able 
to account for. But to put the Matter cloſe, 
would you not have your Families, as well 4 
your ſelves, ſaved? _ : _— 
Then, whether Family-Prayer be e neceſſary, 
Judge ye: but, 5 : 


. Some may ſay 1 have not Time to per- 5 
frm” it; my Buſineſs is of that Nature, that 
I have not Leiſure to call my Family 5s jog 
to Prayer; I ſhould ſuffer conſiderable loſs by 
J am atraid this is but an Evaſion to iſt of : 
the performance of the Duty. Is this Objection 
real Matter of Fact in your own Apprehenſions? 
take heed of a Lye in your right Hand. I am 
perſwaded ſome make Buſineſs an Excuſe to neſs 
EEE 
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lect their Duty to God, when there is nothing 5 
hinders but their accurſed diſinclination to the | 
performance of the Duty ir ſelf. But what can 
we ſay to that Buſineſs, which won't give a Man 
time to Mind his Duty to God; that's a poor 
Drudge indeed, that's ſo taken up with the World; * 
if one Seaſon you are ſo buſie that you can't ſpare 8 
time, you can't ſure be always ſo taken up, and 
you are not confin'd to an Hour. Beſides, it is 
not ſo much time that this Duty would take up, 
and will you be ſo ſollicitous about a few Mi- 
nutes? You are ſeldom ſo buſie but you can find 
time for your Meals, and for many other things 
bol leſſer importance, and why not for this Duty? 3 
| You can pay needleſs Viſits, and find time for. | 
impertinent Talk in your Houſe, and why not. 
for Prayer? Perſons are ſeldom ſo hurried in Bu- 
ſineſs, as to negle& their times of Eating and |} 
Drinking ; aye, but you'll ſay theſe are neceſſa- | 
e ſupport Nature; pray don't Grace want 
ſome ſupports too? I belicve if we were to com- | 
pare Nature and Grace, we ſhould find that the | 
one wanted a daily Supply as much as the other. 
But here's the Infelicity, Men prefer generally 
the Body to the Soul, and the cravings of the | 
ſenſual Appetite are more ſtrong and violent, than 
thoſe of the Spiritual. In ſbort, Men have a | 
ſharper Appetite to their Natural than Spiritual 
Food, or elſe they would find time to Pray as f 
5 well as Eat With their Families. N 5 
1 But 1 1 farther beg leave to ask, 8 
you really think you mould ſuffer any Damage 
by a little Time taken up in Prayer with your 
Families; it's a poor Caſe if you can't retrieve a 
few. Minutes; nay, I muſt be ſo free to tell you, 
its my Opiffion, that you get more by a little 
F. ime vent cin Prayer, than 705 do by the Work 
354 | all 


(35). 
and Fatigue of many Hours; ſo that your Pra- — 
Riſe at beſt, is but like the old Proverb, Jo le 
Penny Wiſe, and Pound Fooliſh; afraid of loſing a |} 
5. lietle Time in Prayer, and loſe the Advantage of 


many Hours for want of it; for if you han't 
Time to call upon God for a Bleſſing on your 


Endeavours, you may Labour and Tail all your 
Days, and your Families be never the Richer 
after all; The Diligent Hand without the Bleſſi ing of 
_ Ged will not make Rich. Prov. x. 4. and can you 
Expect a Blefling without asking it? | 


If therefore you uſe the one, don't neglect W 


feck the other. This is the great Reaſon why 
you Labour and Toil, and get no more, James 


Rn luſt, and have not; je kill, and deſire to 
2 have, and cannot obtain; ye fight and Naur, yet ye 


have not, becarſe ye ask not. Now make the Ex- 
-perim< nt, ſet apart a little time every Day out 
of your ſecular and common Employ to call 


| upon God with your Family, and ſee if you 


don't thrive better for it. But ſhould you get 


Riches, notwithſtanding your Neglect of this 
Duty, youll want a Bieſſing with them, and it 


may be, have more Trouble in keeping them, 


than you had in getting them, erCL,;̃ ! 


king Gain your Godlineſs, you ſecure the World 


vyvour Portion, and by miſſing ſuch Seaſons for I 
Eternity, you loſe more than all your Eſtates 


are worth. Think then, while you are thus buſie 


for the Body, and this World, what muſt be= |} 
come of the Soul, if you make Worldly Buſineſs - 
do juſtle Religion out of your Houſes. = 


lou may get Eſtates, for ought I know, but 
youll loſe your precious Souls. Remember what 
ee of them who neglected the King's Sup- 
per, to purſue their Worldly Affairs, Matth. xxii. ac 
phe beginning. 1 beſcech you compare well, and 
3 cConſider 


conſider, what is ſaid in theſe following Places, i 


Luke x. 41, 42. Mat. xvi. 26, But to come to 
an end as to this Objection; let me argue with 


(36) 


| you a little upon the Ingenuous Point. Is it 


not a poor Caſe that the World muſt have all _ 
your Time, and God none? What Treatment 

: 18 this of your Creator and Lord! is this Juſt, 
is it grateful! to give God none of your Time, 

| who gives you Time, and every thing eiſe. 1 

beg you would conſider of it, and don't with- 

hold God's Due from him. Why, you'll ſay, I 


give him his own Day, It's well indeed God 


" has appointed one Day in Seven for Reſt, other- 0 
wiſe, ſome would never ſerve God at all. 


But, I believe you think God ſhould have „ 


little of your Time too. Well then, to bring the 
l * Matter to a Compoſition, for I had rather com- 
| ply to lefler Terms, than loſe all my Pains; do 
you but give God as much of your Time in the |} 
| Six Days, as you take from him of the Lords 
| Day, and I am confident ſome of you would |} 
| owe him Time for Family-Prayer Morning and : 
= Evening. = 


I have now done with this Objection: what FRY 


_ you think of the Matter? have you Time, or 
have you not? weigh well what has been ſaid, 
and then give your impartial Judgment on the 
Caſe; and if, upon the whole, you think you 
may have Ti Wes uy make uſe of it without 4 
Delay. — 1 


"4; Some may 7 fay I; am ; aſhamed to Pray in my 4 


5 Family. 4 
I have a Wife, Childccn; 3 3 that 


would be apt to banter and ridicule ſuch a Pra- 


| ctiſe, and this makes be backward. 


Tam 


+ 


Jam almoſt aſham'd, when I think that ſuch. 
an Objection as this ſhould be made againſt the 
practiſe of a Duty fo plain and neceſſary; but, 
ſuch is the ſinful Baſhtulneſs of Men, as to the 
Things of God; that, were I to ask many here, 
Why they dont keep up this Duty of Family- 
Prayer; I know a conſiderable Number would 
tell me it's nothing but ſhamefacedneſs. O wret- 
ched puſillanimity! what aſham'd to act in your 
Families as you ought! I am ſure this betrays a 


Spirit unfit for Government; be aſhamed , 


do reſume it again in ſuch a Cauſe as this. 


I hope none here can ſay, that they have Wives 1 


who would make a Jeſt of Family-Worſhip; no | 
ſober Woman will dare to do it; and as to Chill. 
dren and Servants, you have an eafie way to 
bring them into better Manners, by convenient 
Correction. Nay, if you have any ſuch pro- 


5 phane Wretches in your Family, a greater Ne- | 


|  ceſfity is laid on you to Pray with them, and for 


_ might live before thee, Gen. xvii. 18. But again, 13 


you exerciſe Authority in other Caſes, and why 
E r 


| your Servants to artend Family-Prayer, as to 


mind their daily Work? aye, and to enjoin R- 


verence at the one, as well as Diligence in the 


other? Oh! ſay no longer I am aſhamed, for! 1 


am perſwaded, ſome that make this Objection, 5 
an't aſham'd to Swear, and Lye, and do a great To 


many unſcemly and wicked Actions in their Fa- 


milies. But, you will ſay, this is one Reaſon 

that makes me aſhamed, becauſe I am no better; 
why then labour after a more regular and holy 
Converſation, that your walk may be Ornamen- 
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tal, however not a Scandal to your Duty; for 


indeed it may well make a Man aſham d, to . 


maintain a conſtant round of F amily-Prayer, and 
at the ſame time, indulge the Practiſe of the 
moſt ſcandalous Immoralities ; to hear Perſons, 


| | as he goes along the Streets, ay of him, there 
goes a Man that keeps up Prayer in his Family, i 


and yet has no regard to common Honeſty; a 


1 poor griping Covetous Wretch, and Knave in 2 
| Maſquerade; but if ill Baſhfulneſs prevail, Cu- 


ſtom would ſoon wear it off, and you would go 


* on in your Duty with a great deal of eaſe and 


pleaſure; tis but aſſuming Courage for the firſt a 


little, reſolving upon the Duty a while, and all 


Baſhfulneſs would ceaſe; had we more Reſolu- 
tion, we ſhoald ſoon get Maſter of this Obje- 


gion; but here is the miſery of it, we are verly 


Fold and ind ifferent as to the Duty it ſelf, and 


To a very little thing ſerves for an Excuſe ; but 


ÜI beſeech you, before I leave this Arg zument, W 


member what our Lord ſays, Mark viii. ni 
which may be apply'd to the Mhoſoe ver ſbull be | 


aſhamed of me, and of my words, in this adulterous Th 
and ſinful generation, of him alſo ſhall the Son of 


Man be aſbamd when he cometh in the glory of his ; : 


Father, with his holy Angels. I hope now Baſhful- - ] 5 
4 neſs will no longer be an Objection. But, g 


8 4. 1 laſtly, ſome may 75 Icar't & Pray, 4 ; 
8 have r not a Sitt. 1 


I ; am 1 4 of the' Dar. ad 1 no- [ 


l = Bf more Pan to be able to keep it up in my 


Houſe, but I would not, through my Weakneſs 
and Folly, expoſe both my ſelf and the Duty to 


Contempt. You ſay now. you can't Pray ; you 


would gladly ſet up this Duty i in your Family, but 
"ave 


N 


have not a Gift ſuited to it. Go Home and tell 
z | God ſo, make your Complaints known to him, 


tis he only can redreſs this Grievance. 


But then, I would further obſerve, "a unleſs. 
you endeavour for a Gift, and make. uſe of what 
Attainments you have, you are never like to 
have any valuable one. Little Grace grows by 
Uſe ; ſmall Ability to Pray will encreaſe by Ex= | 
erciſe; Habits are both acquired and improved 
this way. How many Perſons, of very mean 
Gifts and Knowledge, have by practiſe arrived | 
to an eminent Gift of Prayer. But beſides, "ou - 
know God does not hear for much ſpeaking; a 
few words from a {ſincere humble Soul will be 
accepted. See what Prayer Hezetiab, and the Pub- 
: lican, ſent up to God, Va. xxxviii. 14, 1 
viii. 13. and yet God heard them. Let not | 
your Pride then hinder your obſerving your Duty 
to God in your Family; becauſe you have not ſo 
good a Gift as ſome others, don't ceaſe Praying 
at all. But, you will ſay, alas! I am not able to 
utter a ſenſible word ſcarce, and it won't be- 
come me to expoſe my ſelf in my Family : Why 
it it be really ſo, compoſe ſome Form of your 
5 own out of the Word of God, and make uſe of 
it till you can do better; Prayer by ſuch aForm 
is certainly better than none at all; and Com- 
poſures of this nature, can never be judg'd im 
proper in ſuch a Caſe. I make no doubt but 
there may be true Grace in the Heart, where 5 
there is but a very ſmall meaſure of Ability for- 
Prayer; and on the other fide, a Man may have 
the Gift of Prayer, who has not the Spirit of 
Prayer; and therefore I cannot but think that 
ſuch Forms may be very proper to aſſiſt a weak | 


. and uſctul, 8 in publick Prayer ; 


but ; 


* 


bir (as one obſerves) * for any one to ſet down. 
and ſatisfie bimſelf with Book-Prayer, or any preſeript 
Form ſo as to go no farther, this were (till to remain 
in his Infancy, and not to grow up in bis new Na- 
ture; this would be as if a Man who had once need 
of Crutches, ſhould always afterwards make uſe of 
wem, and j neceſſitate W 70 4 continual ines . 


tence. 


| how ro ask him for it. 


Io conclude as to this, read the 3 of God O 

= - ain, and that will teach you how to Pray 

Noc wonder you Pray no better, when you read | 
ſo little; if you are barren in your Addreſſes to 

| the Throne of Grace, tis becauſe you ſo ſeldom }: 

ll conſult the Word. of Grace. You have there 3 


. . n , — — 
* 5 K — hw 3 
8 WO —— 5 — 


— Filkins of the Gifs of Prayer, page 9. 


5 \Wherefors that you may be able to Pray, 
without confining your ſelf to the uſe of any pre- 
compos d Form of Words, I adviſe you to Pray 
more in your Cloſets, and there beg that God 
| would incline and aſſiſt you to Pray in your Fa- 
| milies. Lord teach us to Pray, was a noble Prayer 
| of the Diſciples, Luke xi. 1. and then frequent ⁵ 
| Chriftian Society, converſe with Godly Praying 

i Families, this will be a help to you. Not only 
Y as their Example may have an influence, but as 
their Converſation may be aſſiſting to you, in 
this great Work. This will make you emulous 
and ſtudious to excell: Farther, ſtudy more 
the wants of your Family, what Wants, Temp- | 
tations and Afflictions you may one and another | 
of you be under, and this will teach you to 
Pray. Neceſſity wants no words. See your need 
olf God's Supply, and you will not be at a loſs 1 


Precepts, 


12 


Precepts, Promiſes, and Threntninge 8 4 
Vou may turn into Prayers, Pleas; and Depre= | 
_ Eations. Wherefore don't ſay I can't * but 

: read God's Orgs and chat will _ you. 


"Thus muck. in anſwer to the: ' Obje&ions; 
5 dia J have uſed ſome Shavpneſs, as well as 
great plainneſs of Speech. Some may be re 


to think that Limitations in the cloſe would be 


proper, but People are naturally apt to fall ſhott 
themſelves, and I am unwilling: to come under 
the Cenſure that my Lord Falkland put upon 
ſome, when raking of the Prelates of Charles the 
Firſt's time, he tells us, their Mork was to try how 
much of the Papiſt might be brought in without: Po- 
pery, and to deſivoy as much as, they could of the 


ET Goſpel, without bringing themſelves into danger of be- 


ing deſtroy'd by Lau; or as Sir Thomas Moor ſaid of = 
the Caſuiſts, Their Buſineſs was. not 70 2735 Mew 5 
| f rom e but to inform them. 8 5 


G prope ad beau fue be beeat acce- E 
dere. Fer 1G; 


- How: nigh they. beo venture 2 becoming 1 


1 ou. T he Reference i is Sales 


Upon the whole, let me ay debe you to 


8 condder whether theſe Objections will be good = 


Excuſes another Day. When God, in the 
great Judgment Dar, ſhall ask, why you neg- 
| lected to Pray in your Families; whether you 


will dare to ſay, or think it will do.“ Lord, 1 : 


« did not think it was neceſſary, I had not 
Time, I was aſhamed, I had not a Gift, 


K Suppore you was now a dying, for then 1s the 
= F _ belt 


* 


beſt time to "adi impartially of Thin gs. and 


had the immediate proſpect of a World 


before you; yon are brought under deep and 

ſmarting Convictions for your negle& of Fa- 

mily-Prayer, do you believe theſe Excuſes would 
ſolve the Matter, ſatisfie Conſcience, and make 

you eaſie? Nay would it not rather be a Com- 
fort to you on àa Death-Bed, both concerning 
your ſelf and Family, that you have done your 
5 Duty and endeavour'd to ſhew them theirs? 


I come now, in the laſt 9 855 to > apply- what 
1 have laid. | 


plications is ale very 146. of- a | Saran ; it 


is this that brings the Matter home, and tends 


greatly to faſten Convictions on the Conſcience. 
Nathan's plain Parable of the Ewe Lamb, had 
never affected David in any ſenſible manner, if 


"hs had not made that particular Application to 


him, Thou art the Man, 2 Sam. 12. beginning. 
T have, 1 think, been pretty cloſe already in 


what I have ſaid; but if I was particularly to 


point at the Guilty Perſons, and fay, thou and 1 
thou art the Man, as I could to many, I make 


no doubt but the Diſcourſe would be more ſtart- 


ling ſſtill; but Prudence bids me forbear, leſt 1 
; ſhould rather exaſperate than reform. 5 


However, 1 8 me 1 908 to apply what 1 : 


1 have offer d. 


ve -By way of Inference, | 
0 * FTben, lber we Ihen har the . 
of Family- Prayer is not ſo trifling and anfgaih- 
cant as ſame may 10048306. Fi - 


Some 


a). 


aide may a 7 what ado i is ; here ben a ; Form 


of Houſe- Worſhip; we Pray in our Cloſets,” and 
in the Church, and that's enough. There ate 
many good Chriſtians that don't think themſelves 
bound every day to interrupt the Courſe of 
their Affairs, by calling together their Families 
to Prayer; and why ſhould This thing be ſo ſtre- 
nuouſly inſiſted on ; A Man may be Saved with- 
dut it. To this I might anſwer in general, only 
varying the words that were ſpoken to Peter in 
his Trance, What God has cleanſed, that call not 
| thou common, Acts x. 15. What God has com- 
manded, that reckon not thou indifferent, but 
remember to enforce his own Command; he has 
 faid, he will pour out his Fury on the Families that 
call not on his Name. But to render the Practiſe 
of this Duty yet more unneceſſary, it's ſaid, that 
many good Chriſtians live without it, and that 
the neglect of it will not hinder a Perlon's Sal- 5 
5 vation. "os 15 


As to the former bort of: the Aﬀreion, I 


1 this to Anſwer : You'll find it not fo eaſie 
as you may think, to prove that many good Chri- 
ſtians live in the conſtant neglect of Family- _ 
Prayer. How can you know a Man is a Chri- 
ſtian, but by his walk? the Tree is known by its 
Fruit. The Language of every Chriſtian is, 
Lord, what wouldeſt thou have me to do? in form 
me what thy Willis, and by thy Grace I will 
conform to it. Pray in thy Family, ſays God, 
dare a Chriſtian then, either ſay I will not, Ds 


I will, and never do it. Now if a Man live in 
the conſtant Omiſſion of this ſo known a Duty, 
what muſt we think of him? To aſſert he is no 


Chr iſtian — ſeem very harſh, and yet to prove 


* 5 0 that = 


11 


| thathe is one, againſ ſo weighty : an Objeaionz - 
I want Arguments. For I cant ſee how a Man 
can have an Religion in his Heart, and ſhew © 
none in his Houſe. But ſuppoſe a Man may be 

2 Chriſtian that neglects it, Fand ſome ſuch do 

ſo. There are I am perſwaded many more who 


ddoc obſerve it, and I think the Maj jority in this 
Caſe ſhould determine. We would chuſe rather 


oh} to us. 


to follow many Perſons in the exerciſe of a Duty, 
than aver the Neglecis of a few to be a Fattern 8 


But as to the other Aa dien Abet a Sdn may 


1 be Saved without obſerving this Duty. 


I won't enter into a particular Diſquiſition a 


| 5 that Matter, whether it be ſo or no; though 


methinks our Text don't favour the Aſſertion. 5 


| 5 Bur ſuppoſing it to be ſo. 


It ſhews, I think, no great Wikdom, fra a Man 
to venture his Soul's Salvation upon a bare poſſi» 

bility; this is the moſt you can ſay of it, mat a 

M an may be Saved without it; but you will al- 


S low me, that a Man may ſmart very ſeverely for | 
it here; and then I would farther obſerve, that 


it betrays a poor narrow Spirit, when Perſons 


are determin'd to do no more than juſt what 9 
they think will comport with their Intereſt, and 


I 1 every thing that will not abſolutely ha- 


ard their eternal Salvation. Nay, give me leave, : 


ro cloſe up the Argument w ith this, that thoſe : 


| who upon ſuch @ preſumption, indulge them- | 


ſelves in the Neglect of this Duty, may find ; 
| 3 miſtaken at laſt; and then think what 


2 ſad Caſe they will be in. Put the Affair then : 
upon an equal Ballance, weigh the Advantages, | 


Froſpects, Encouragements on both _ and fo ; 


: tire Led EE I the Matter. 
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W 
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0 ferable Caſe of thoſe who never Pray at all. 


If God will pour out his Fury on the Fami- 


5 Res, much more on the Perſons who call not on 
bis Name; who neither in their Cloſets, their | 
Families, or the Church, pray to God. Theſe 
can have no Cloak for their Sin, but muſt expect 


full Vials of Wrath, and the heavieſt Loads of 


Woe to fall upon them. You poor Sinners, who — 


never Prayed ſeriouſly and ſincerely for your 


ſelves, it may be, in your whole Lives, allow 
me to put up one ſhort but hearty Requeſt for 
you; the Lord have mercy upon your negle&ted 
Souls! and oh! how many ſuch have I need to | 
Pray for! Lou now live, Sirs, without Pray 3 
but it will not be ſo upon a Dearh-Bed;then A 
: oro to God, (as himſelf expreſſes it, Hoſea vil. 


14) Lord have mercy upon me, Cc. but it wit. 


Fo too late, Prov. i. 26, 27, 28, Conſider well whar 


is ſaid, Job xxvii. 9. Iſa. i. 1 and fear left . ” 
_ ſhould be your Lot. 1 


1 would . a word: or two why way of * : 
pr 6885 to thoſe who yet live in the total i Omil- 7 


; hon of Family-Prayer. 


Theſe may be reproved of lagratitade, Toju- W l 
= ice, Unnaturalneſs, and Unkindneſs. 


You are ungrateful to God, who, when he bs 


ü flows ſo many Favours and Bleſſings on you and 
3 your Families, will not anſwer 5 5 
J queſt, and comply with ſo reaſonable a Demand 

= as this is, to Pray in and with your Families. 


o eaſie a Re- 


Yon are unjuſt to your ſelves, by depriving 


1 your ſelves of many Mercies you might! have, and | 
— expoſing your ſelves to many Evils, through. the 


8 of this Duty. 


| You = 


00 


Jou: are : unnatural: to your Wen becauſe | 
you don't take a due Care of them, you dont 


provide what is neceſſary, but ſtarve cheir Page: 1 


precious Souls, 1 Tim. v. 8. 
' You are unkind to me, who, when E have. ta- 5 
ken ſo much pains to perſwade you to fet up 
Prayer in your Houſes, ſtill live in the woful 
and total Neglect of it, as though you were de- 
termin'd to pour Contempt on all I have ſaid | 
from this Subject. I can tell you, if I had had 
no more regard to your Intereſt, than my. own 


Eaſe, I would not have taken ſo much pains on 


this Subject. But have I ſpent all this Time, Stu- 
dy aud Strength for houghr 2 I have, I hope, ac- 
” quitted my ſelf, and do you look to your ſelves; 1 
you can't ſay you was not told of this Duty _ 
God and you are my Witneſſes, that 1 have 
dealt both plainly and ſharply with you in this 
Matter; and I am not without ſome encourage- 
Ment that what I now offer, will have an Influ- 
ence upon Sober, Con! derate, and Ingenuous 75 
Minds. ES 1 


— 3. 1 l RY fomerhing by way' vor Exhor- 28 
tation! And, 


1 1 0 thoſe POR 3 Confcimmes of the per- | 


| p formance of this Duty, a few Words. 


= this. 


1 Don t trult to the bare performance of the 9 


Take heed 4 . on the Work done ; "ae 


you may Pray often, and yet to very little pur- 


poſe; it is a right Principle and End, that will 
render the performance of the Duty valuable. It 
3 you 


| Glory of God, and the power o 


| Th) 


you do it Hoc: a Principle of ths. and Love 
to God, as your great Preſer ver and King; and 
with a Deſign to encourage and promote the 
F Religion in 

your Families, and the Wor d; this is keeping 2 


"up Prayer to good purpoſe. But Ren 


termin'd only "by Cuſtom or Education, becauſe 
your Anceſtors did ſo, and you ſee others do it 
now; if you have an Eye only to the pleaſing” of 
Men, or your own private Gain; much more if 
you do it as a Cloak to cover your ſcandalous 
Sins; altho' you may make many Prayers, God 
will not regard you; yea, though you cry and 
ſhout, he will ſhut out your Prayers. Many loſe 
the Benefit of their acre tor. want of right 
38 l and Ends. 85 


. "B+ Look to the Manner how you Pray. 


EY it he. dh: Sincerity and Sa 
| Faith and Fervour, Reverence and Humility, 


1 Delight, Pleaſure, and Univerſal Charity; and i 7 


| fo, as to the outward manner, that others may 


ZH _ caſfily join with you, let your Expreſſions be Fa- 


miliar and apt, ſuch as may be readily under- 


{ ſtood, and yet above Contempt; your Geſture 


Grave and Comely, your Voice Smooth and 
Audible, neither too low, nor too loud, ſuch 
i as cannot be heard, nor nngracefully noi. 


3. . Chuſe a fir Scaſon. 


a The right Ti iming of a Duty is a very uſeful 
Thing. 

TT Nary perform d in a convenient Seaſon, oh, 

how agrecable and pleaſant i 4 


Ler 


e " 
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Let your Families be called together in the 
propereſt Time, don't put this Duty off till the 
laſt; roo many do fo, they make it the laſt thing 
they do, and fo fall upon their Knees, When 
| "they are more fit to lie down upon their Beds, 
A Family can't be fit to Pray, when their Spi- 
its are almoſt exhauſted, through the Fatigues 
olf the Day; the Fleſh then becomes weak and 


unfit for Duty; ſuch can neither watch unto 


Prayer, nor in Prayer; wherefore, fee that you 
chufe a fit time for the performance of this Du- 
ty, while the Spirits are brisk and lively, and 


vou may have reaſon to hope that your Family 


Will attend. But then, if poſſible, let your 
Times for Prayer be ſtated, that none in your 


Houſe may be abſent, or plead ignorance of the | ; 
Time, as an Excuſe for non- attendanee. 


4 Scorhar you aa conlitently with Prajer. 


Let not your Converſation, be a Scandal to 
your Duty; don't think that Praying in your Fa- 
milies, will atone for your looſeneſs and extra- 
vagance in the World. You Praying Sinners! 
either give over Sinning, or give over Praying ; 
but why ſhould I ſay this, Sin will either drive 
; ont Prayer, Or Prayer will drive out Sin. For x 
what Communion. has Light with Darkneſs, what 


Cuncord can there be theween Chriſt and Belial. 


J. Hold on in your Duty, Job xxvii. 10. il the 
Wer always calf pers God? How: many will 
not be brought 0 it, : how many | have been 
| brought to leave it off. Oh! be not weary of 
this well-doing, hold out in your Duty tothe 
e | 80 „ | ACS | Ind. 


End. Let it not be ſaid of any of you as to 
this Duty, you did run well, who did hinder 
you? who has bewitehed you, that you ſhould 
Aiſcontinue this Duty? Having begun in the Spi- 
kit, oh! don't end in the Fleſh. Be ye ftedfaſt, 
unmoveable, always abounding in this - work of the 
T.ord, foraſmuch as your Labour will not be in vain in 


2. I would ſay ſomething to thoſe who live in 
tthe conſtant omiſſion of this Duty of Family- 
Prayer. Let me have the Honour of perſwa- 

ding you to ſeek your own Intereſt. I beſeech 
Fou, if you value your ſelves and Families, live 
no longer in the Neglect of this Duty; it is for 
the Salvation of your Souls, the Health of your 
Bodies, the Improvement of your Families, the 
Flouriſhing of your Affairs, to mind it. I would | 
beg leave to offer a few things to your Conſi- | 
lou have Reaſon, Scripture, Example, and 
Ingntereſt, all plead for it. The Heathens them- 
ſelves had their Hou bold Gods; the Nature of 
Society obligeth to it. Is not Social Worſhip a _ 
Duty, and are not Families ſo many diſtin& Sor 
Cieties? Nay, does not the Word of God ſeem to 
_ warrant the practiſe of this Duty? The Inſtitu- 
tion of the Daily Burnt-Offering , has a plain re- 
I _ gard to this, Numb. XXV1LL | ; and {ome think 
that the Pſalmiſt has a reference to this, when 
he ſays, Pſalm cxli. 2. Let my Prayer be ſet before then 
a4. Incenſe; and the lifting up of my Hands as the | 
Evening Sacrifice, But then, how many Inſtan- 
ces have we in Scripture, of Perſons Praying in 
their Families; every one of which is a Mo- 
ee es oi as. Fm 
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| tive to excite us to the Obſervance of the Duty; 
| Nay, tis this that procures and ſweetens Family- 
Mercies, averts Family - Judgments, prevents 
Broils, promotes Love, cheriſhes good Deſires 
and Deſigns, Fences againſt early Corruptions, 
and propagates ſerious Religion in Families. Be- 
fides, ſome have been Converted, others Com- 
forted and Confirmed by the means of Family- 
Prayer; God has often owned it in a diſtinguiſh- _ 
ing manner, afforded an uncommon preſence of 
F himſelf in it; and ſure all theſe Conſiderations . 
| ſhould engage to ſet about it. But further, Pray- 
ing Families are a Bleſſing to a Nation, They _ 
are a Bleſſing, in that God often has a regard to 
8 Aa City or Nation upon their Account. Abraham 
in his Pleadings with God for Sodom, makes uſe 
| of this Argument, Far be it from thee to ſlay the 
Rig hieous with the Wicked, Gen. xviii. 25. Accord=- 
= ingly we find that Sodom could not be deſtroy'd, 
till praying Bot and his Family was remov'd. 
Thus Praying Families are a Bleſſing: but again, 
they are fo, as their Example has a tendncy to 
promote Religion and good Manners, in a City 
TTT 
Religion begins firſt in Families, and ſo diffu- 
ſeth through more publick Communities; this 
tends to propagate Religion from Father to 
Children, and from one Member of the Society 
to another. The Example of Governors and 
Maſters has a prodigious Influence; Praying Fa- 
ll milies then appear to be, both the Honour and 
Defence of a People; for Righteouſneſs exalteth & 
Nation; but Sin is a Reproach to any People, Prov. 
iv. 34. but then, how lovely and amiable is the 
thing it ſelf! What more Beautiful than a Family 
PPP where 


| where ten Prayer and Praiſe is kept up 


88 


are not theſe like ſo many little Churches, in 1 


. which God will delight to dwell? Nay, are 


they not a Reſemblance of Heaven it ſelf? Be- 


buold, how good, and how pleaſant it is for 
Members of Families thus to dwell together in 


Holy Communion ! but beſides, how many Sins. 


"Fe hereby. prevented, when Maſters, in the 1 


Morning, Pray with and for their Families; 
that God would not lead them into Temptation, but 


deliver them from Evil? how often do theſe Pray- 


ers prevail for them? You are not able to know 


bow many Sins might be prevented in your Fa- 


milies through your Prayers with them, and for 


=: Them: No wonder if God ſuffer Prophaneneſs 


00" ſpread. in your Houſe, when you reſtrain _ 


| Prayer in ſuch a horrid manner as many of you 


do. It's related of Origen, that having fallen in- 


_—_ the Hands of Heatheniſh Officers, and (thro' 


Temptation and fearwf Violence) having bowed 


to the Heatheniſh Idols, he afterwards (when 


he came to himſelf ) ſadly bewailed his Sin, and 


confeſſed, he went out that en without | 
| Pray ing to God. 1 


See now, Prayerleſs Families how many 


Snares and T emptations you expoſe your ſelves 4 
and Families to. I am perſwaded, many a 
Lin, Snare, and Fall might be prevented, if ſe- 


rious and fervent Prayer to God had not been 
omitted. Methinks this ſhould be a mighty 


Motive to you, to ſet up this Worſhip i in your 1 


Houſes. . 


T 


1 will fill up a principal part of the In- 
dictment againſt us, in che great I Day. | 


* 1 


What a Reproach is this to a Religious Pro- 
feſſion! This is the Man that pretends to be 
more ſtrict and preciſe than his Neighbours, 

and yet all his Religion lies without Doors. 

By him, you may judge of the reſt; and if 


r 


mall ask you, why you omitted this Duty, 

What will you be able to offer in Plea for your 
ſelves? Conſider, what an Influence would this 

have on your own Peace, to keep up the 

- practiſe of this Duty. If thou haſt bur one 


Dram of Grace, and yet liveſt in the Neg- 


lect of this Duty, thy Conſcience muſt needs . 


fly in thy Face, and make thee both afraid 
| and aſham'd. In Fine, | conlider What an In- 


fluence this may have upon others, either in 
i Bleſſing or Curſing you. Your Children may 
| riſe up and call you Bleſſed; or Curſe the 
iſ Day of their Birth, according as you live in 
the Performance or Omiſſion of Family Pray- 
er. Your Neglects will give too great occaſion _ 
to the Enemies of Religion to Blaſpheme. What 
will many ſay to it? here is a Profeſſor mighty _ 


Devout at Church, would fain ſet up for ſome- 


body in Religion, one uncommonly Serious 
and Attentive; but, follow him into his Fa- 
mily, and you will ſee no Religion, no not 
fo much as the Form, within Doors. Not a 
Prayer put up in the Houſe for many Years; 
ir may be never a Bible in the Honſe; or if 


there be one, it's ſeldom lookt into. 


your Negle&s will have ſuch an Influence on 


| | By-ſtanders, what do you think your Children 
and Servants will ſay to it? They. will Curſe 


che Day that ever they were born into the 
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World, and came under your Roof. Oh! 
that I had lived in a Heathen, rather than in 
| this Chriſtian Family, where ſerious Godlineſs 
ſeems to be turn'd out of Doors, and there is 
neither Chriſtian, Prieſt, Altar, nor Sacrifice. 
Where I never heard a Chapter read, Pſalm 
Sung, or Prayer offered to God in all my 
)) I? od 
Now on the contrary, a conſcientious Ob- 
ſervance of this Duty, would not only tend 
mightily to propagate Religion among thoſe 
about you, but would engage your Children 
end Servants to Praiſe the Lord, and Bleſs you, 
that their Lot was caſt in ſuch a happy Place, 
and that they had ſuch a good Example ſet 


EBERALC_ ES EE i ns, os od 
Methinks theſe Conſiderations, added to the 
many Arguments uſed before, ſhould provoke T 
you to the ſetting up this Duty in your Hou- 
ſes. The Lord in infinite Mercy grant, that 
what has been offered, may have this Influence 
But if after all, you will not be wrought up- 

on to practice this Duty, but ſtill are deter- 
min'd to live in the Neglect of it, I have only 

two Words to ſay to you, and ſo leave you. 


I. Remember I told you your Duty, and I 
| | am clear. See Exek. iii. 1 7. tO 22. VVV 


2. Conſider you muſt give an Account to God 
e en,, i 92h, 


And what Account will you be able to 
_ give of it, if it have no influence on your 
1 VVVVVVVVVVVVVV oe et metes Practiſe, 
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=; that you, like 9 
3 Fooliſh Virgins, ſhall cry Lord, Lord, open to 244 » 
bor you will have but the ſame Anſwer that they 
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